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Tenisio Seanima is a food justice advocate where he strives to 
create a ripple effect of continual profound positive change in 
his community and the world at large. As the Farmer Services 
Coordinator for Georgia Organics, Inc., he provides support for 
both new and experienced farmers in implementing business 
systems, enhancing farmer prosperity, increasing the number of 
new farmers in Georgia as well as increasing the certified organic 
acreage that exists in the state. 

Previously, Tenisio was a professional radio broadcaster, hosting 
several programs both domestically in the U.S. as well as 
internationally in Africa.  He served as the red-carpet television 
host for the first annual MTV African Music Awards held in Abuja, 
Nigeria in November 2008. 

Tenisio is Master Gardener Certified, holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Green and Sustainable Enterprise Management from the 
University of Phoenix and a FCC Third-Class Broadcasting 
Certification.

Tenisio  
Seanima
AM Guest Emcee



Dana 
Barrett
PM Guest Emcee

Serial entrepreneur and small business advocate Dana Barrett’s 
interests lie at the intersection of business, technology and 
media. Television, radio and the internet are outlets for her 
unique point of view. 

She is host of the award-winning The Dana Barrett Show, which 
airs weekdays at 8 a.m. EST on 1190 AM WAFS in Atlanta and 
livestreamed on Facebook and at biz1190.com. 

Dana began her career in the technology sector eventually 
serving as a vice president of technology before becoming an 
entrepreneur. She has owned and operated two ventures and DB 
Media is her third and current business endeavor. 

Dana is recipient of the SBA’s Small Business Media Advocate 
Award and the Technology Association of Georgia’s Diversity 
Game Changer Award. 

She was previously host of Atlanta Tech Edge on the Atlanta 
NBC affiliate, and has had various acting roles on television 
shows and movies. Dana holds a bachelor’s degree from Cornell 
University.



Tejas 
Athni
neuroscience explorer

FIGHTING BRAIN CANCER: 
NATURE COULD HOLD THE KEY 

Tejas Athni is a high school senior at 
Stratford Academy in Macon, Georgia and 
a student researcher at Detroit’s Karmanos 
Cancer Institute and Georgia’s Fort Valley 
State University. His research on the 
effects of certain plant compounds on 
glioblastoma multiforme brain cancer cells 
is being readied for submission to peer-
reviewed journals.

Tejas’ other interests lie in community 
service and journalism. He founded CPR 
Education NovoToro, a nonprofit focused 
on teaching basic life saving skills, and 
is the editor-in-chief of an international 
online magazine known as the Publizette.

Tejas’ long-term goals include pursuing 
a career in the medical field, either as a 
physician or a medical researcher. He is 
the winner of the 2017 American Academy 
of Neurology’s (AAN) Neuroscience 
Research Competition.

Quote

“The important 
thing is not to 
stop questioning. 
Curiosity has its 
own reason for 
existing.”

— Albert Einstein

Web
LinkedIn: linkedin.
com/in/tejas-athni

Media
TejasAthni.com

LOOK DEEPER
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Krzysztof  
Czaja
neuroscientist

WHY MANY DIETS FAIL;  
IT’S NOT WHAT YOU THINK 

Krzysztof Czaja’s obesity research focuses 
on changes in the human brain following 
a Roux-en-Y gastric bypass. His lab at the 
University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia is 
investigating the role of neural  
gut-brain communication in the 
development of obesity with the goal of 
finding non-surgical ways to overcome it. 
His work has been featured in Science 2.0, 
ScienceDaily, and Quartz. 

Krzysztof, an associate professor at UGA’s 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences & 
Diagnostic Imaging, has authored more 
than 50 peer-reviewed research papers 
and several book chapters. He holds 
a D.V.M. from the Veterinary Medicine 
College at the Academy of Agriculture 
and Technology in Olsztyn, Poland and 
a doctorate in neuroanatomy from the 
University of Warmia and Mazury  
in Olsztyn.

Quote

“If you limit your 
choices only to what 
seems possible or 
reasonable, you 
disconnect yourself 
from what you 
truly want, and 
all that is left is a 
compromise.”

— Robert Fritz

Web
vet.uga.edu/vbdi/
programs
 
LinkedIn: bit.ly/
KCzajaProfile

Media
Research:  
bit.ly/KCzaja
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Siana 
Altiise
sensory artist

PERFORMANCE 

Music is color for Siana Altiise. Patterns, 
depth of tones, shapes and their thickness 
are her “sheet music.” 

Siana uses her extrasensory condition 
known as synesthesia to compose songs 
according to their vivid color patterns 
and tones and to give life to emotions 
that music evoke through her paintings. 
An Atlanta resident, Siana has created 
experiential, interactive spaces for 
Synesthetes and non-Synesthetes alike in 
the United States and Asia. 

Siana holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Experimental Psychology from Florida 
Atlantic University and was previously an 
English language instructor in Asia.

Web
Altiise.com
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Dana 
Kanze
Researcher

GENDER BIAS AND  
VENTURE FINANCING 

Former startup CEO Dana Kanze’s 
research interests lie at the intersection 
of implicit gender bias, investor and 
entrepreneur behavior and the impact on 
startup funding, growth and  
survival outcomes. 

Dana is a doctoral fellow at Columbia 
Business School. Findings from her work 
has been featured in The Academy of 
Management, The Harvard Business 
Review, The Wall Street Journal, 
Bloomberg, BBC News, Entrepreneur, 
Fortune, Inc., TechCrunch and Quartz. 
She graduated magna cum laude from 
The Wharton School and began her 
career as an investment banker and 
strategic consultant with Citigroup and the 
Winterberry Group.

Quote

“When you learn, 
teach, when you 
get, give.”

— Maya Angelou

Web
Danakanze.me 

LinkedIn: linkedin.
com/in/danakanze

Media
bit.ly/DanaHBR
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Rickey 
Bevington
journalist

THE FUTURE OF NEWS MEDIA  
IS IN ALL OUR HANDS 

Atlanta native and two-time Emmy Award 
recipient Rickey Bevington believes the 
contract between the news media and the 
people, is broken. To restore this contract, 
we, the people must become savvier 
consumers of news. 

Rickey is Georgia Public Broadcasting’s 
Senior Anchor/Correspondent, and local 
host for NPR’s nationally syndicated 
“All Things Considered” during 
afternoon drive. Her work has been 
recognized by journalism organizations 
including the Southeast Emmy Awards, 
RTDNA’s Edward R. Murrow Awards, 
Georgia Association of Broadcasters, 
the Associated Press and Society of 
Professional Journalists. Rickey was 
the only Georgian awarded a Marshall 
Memorial Fellowship by the German 
Marshall Fund of the United States in 2014.

Quote

“The freedom of  
the press works 
in such a way that 
there is not much 
freedom from it.”

— Grace Kelly

Web
Twitter/Instagram: 
RickeyBevington

Reading List
Timewellspent.io

Media
bit.ly/RickeyPodcast

SECOND CHANCES
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Louise 
Wasilewski
criminal justice reformer, engineer

A NEW APPROACH TO OVERCOMING 
PRISON OVERCROWDING 

Louise Wasilewski is an accomplished 
business leader who believes in second 
chances. She is co-founder of Acivilate, 
which seeks to overcome recidivism with 
technology that facilitates information 
sharing and coordination among 
caseworkers, probation officers and 
ex-offenders. A sought after expert on 
criminal justice rehabilitation, Louise has 
spoken at events hosted by the American 
Correctional Association and the American 
Probation and Parole Association. She 
serves on committees of the DeKalb 
County Reentry and Recidivism Task Force, 
the Greater Gwinnett Reentry Alliance and 
the Integrated Justice Information  
Systems Institute. 

Louise holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Aerospace Systems Engineering from the 
University of Southampton and an MBA 
from Emory University. She holds  
four patents.

Quote

“It is amazing what 
you can accomplish 
if you do not  
care who gets  
the credit.”

— Harry Truman

Web
themarshallproject.org
 
acivilate.com
 
Twitter: 
LouWasilewski
 

Facebook: Acivilate

Reading List
The New Jim Crow, 
Michelle Alexander

SECOND CHANCES
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Jason 
Martin
public education activist

TEACHING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

Award-winning teacher and school 
turnaround expert Jason Martin wants to 
bring science, technology, engineering, 
art, and math education to every child 
regardless of where they live. As founder 
and executive director of nonprofit 
Community Guild, he created STE(A)M 
Truck, a mobile makerspace to  
achieve this.

Launched in 2014, the program reaches 
more than 4,000 elementary and middle 
school students across Georgia annually. It 
has been featured on CNN, WABE 90.1 FM 
and at the SXSWedu conference. STE(A)
M Truck was awarded the Center for Civic 
Innovation’s Civic Impact Award in 2015.

Jason holds degrees from Columbia and 
Rutgers universities. He began working in 
public education after serving as a Teach 
For America corps member.

Quote

“A ship in harbor 
Is safe, but that Is 
not what ships are 
built for.”

— John A. Shedd

Web
steamtruck.org
 
LinkedIn:  
bit.ly/JasonLinked
 
Twitter: 
gosteamtruck

Reading List
Not a Box, 
Antoinette Portis

SECOND CHANCES
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Susan 
Sparks
Pastor, comedian, attorney

LAUGHING OUR WAY TO WORLD 
PEACE ONE JOKE AT A TIME 

A trial lawyer who became a standup 
comedian and Baptist minister, Susan 
Sparks is America’s only female comedian 
with a pulpit. She is the first female 
senior pastor of New York City’s Madison 
Avenue Baptist Church and a professional 
comedian. Susan tours nationally with a 
rabbi and a Muslim comic in the Laugh in 
Peace Tour.

A cancer survivor, Susan’s work on humor 
and healing has been featured in such 
media outlets as O, the Oprah Magazine, 
the New York Times, CBS, CNN, and 
ABC. A blogger for Huffington Post and 
Psychology Today, her book, “Laugh Your 
Way to Grace,” was named a best spiritual 
book and was featured in USA Today.

She holds a law degree from the Wake 
Forest University School of Law and a 
Master of Divinity from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City.

Quote

“God is a comedian 
playing to an 
audience who is 
afraid to laugh.”

— Voltaire

Web
SusanSparks.com
 
Twitter/Facebook: 
revsusansparks

Media
Madison Baptist 
Church Podcast: 
bit.ly/revsparks   
 
Laugh Your Way 
to Grace [2010] 

SECOND CHANCES
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Bill 
Nussey
technologist, clean energy advocate

THE FUTURE OF ENERGY  
IS LOCAL 

Serial CEO Bill Nussey has created 
thousands of jobs and billions of dollars 
in value throughout his career. Learning 
that the cost of solar and wind-generated 
energy was now competitive with fossil 
fuels led to an epiphany.

In 2016, Bill founded the Freeing Energy 
Project to accelerate the shift to cleaner 
and cheaper energy. His book, which 
outlines his findings following more than 
a year of research and interviews with top 
energy experts, is slated for publication in 
2018. He plans to turn his attention toward 
a small set of companies that will further 
the Freeing Energy mission.

Bill received a bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering from North Carolina 
State University, worked as a venture 
capitalist with Greylock, and received his 
MBA from Harvard Business School.

Quote

“The best way to 
predict the future 
is to invent it.”

— Alan Kay

Web
Freeingenergy.com
 
Twitter: 
FreeingEnergy

Media
Behavioral 

Marketing: Delivering 

Personalized 

Experiences at Scale 

[2015]

 

The Quiet Revolution 

in Email Marketing 

[2004]

 

STEP FORWARD
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attorney, cyberspace connector

WHY YOU HOLD THE KEY TO 
CYBERSECURITY
Justin Daniels believes government-
private collaboration and public debate 
about balancing innovation versus  
security are imperative in the face of 
persistent and sophisticated cyber threats. 
He is the founder of Atlanta Cyber Week, 
a week-long series of events organized 
by members of the Atlanta cybersecurity 
ecosystem to connect business leaders, 
innovators, policymakers, and academics. 
Justin is a shareholder at law firm Baker 
Donelson Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 
PC, and creator of its Cybersecurity 
Accelerator, which facilitates the growth 
of emerging domestic and international 
cybersecurity companies.

Justin holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Virginia Tech and an MBA and a law 
degree from Duquesne University  
in Pittsburgh.

Quote
“It is not the critic 
who counts. The credit 
belongs to the man 
who is actually in the 
arena, who spends 
himself in a worthy 
cause; who at the 
best knows in the end 
the triumph of high 
achievement, and who 
at the worst, if he fails, 
at least fails while 
daring greatly…”

— Teddy Roosevelt

Web
atlcyberweek.com
 
LinkedIn: 
linkedin.com/in/
justinsdaniels

Reading List
Lights Out,  
Ted Koppel

Justin 
Daniels

STEP FORWARD
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Jasmine 
Crowe
anti-hunger activist, entrepreneur

HUNGER IS A QUESTION OF 
LOGISTICS; NOT SCARCITY  
Jasmine Crowe is a docu-series producer 
and entrepreneur whose projects 
addressing hunger and poverty, and 
access to quality education have positively 
impacted vulnerable communities in more 
than 20 U.S. cities, the United Kingdom, 
and Haiti. Specifically, the Sunday 
Soul Homeless feeding initiative has 
successfully fed more than 50,000 and 
led to the founding of social technology 
enterprise Goodr in 2016. Under Jasmine’s 
leadership, Goodr has redirected more 
than 100,000 pounds of excess prepared 
foods — in addition to fresh fruits, 
vegetables, and other supplies — to 
communities in need since 2016.

Jasmine holds a bachelor’s degree from 
North Carolina Central University and 
a master’s degree from Arizona State 
University.

Quote

“Every great 
dream begins with 
a dreamer. Always 
remember, you 
have within you 
the strength, the 
patience, and the 
passion to reach for 
the stars to change 
the world.”

— Harriet Tubman

Web
goodr.co
Twitter/Instagram: 
JasmineCrowe

Reading List
Waste: Uncovering 

the Global Food 

Scandal,  

Tristram Stuart 

 

www.refed.com 

STEP FORWARD
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James 
Beckerman
cardiologist

GIVING TO HEALTH  
As cardiologist and medical director of 
the Providence Heart Institute’s Basecamp 
Cardiac Prevention + Wellness initiative 
in Portland, Oregon, James Beckerman 
collaborates with the community to create 
free programs such as Play Smart Youth 
Heart Screenings and Heart to Start, a 
multi-state exercise program.

He is the team cardiologist for the 
Portland Timbers Major League Soccer 
franchise and is a member of the American 
College of Cardiology’s Leadership 
Council on Sports and Exercise, WebMD’s 
Clinical Advisory Board, and the Ironheart 
Foundation’s Board of Directors.

James holds degrees from Harvard 
University and Harvard Medical School 
and completed his internal medicine and 
cardiology training at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and Stanford University.

Quote

“There is no 
exercise better 
for the heart than 
reaching down and 
lifting people up.”

— John Andrew  
    Holmes

Web
welcometobase 
camp.org
 
Twitter:  
jamesbeckerman
 
LinkedIn:  
linkedin.com/in/

jamesbeckerman/

Media
Heart to Start 
[2015]
 
The Flex Diet: 
Design-Your-Own 
Weight Loss Plan 
[2010]

STEP FORWARD
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Erich 
Netherton
sound designer

THE MUSIC OF THINGS  
Award-winning sound designer and 
audio engineer, and session drummer 
Erich Netherton is known for pulling 
unexpected sounds and textures from his 
instruments and unsuspecting objects. 
He has designed sound for commercials, 
movies and video games, including 
Activision’s hugely successful Call of Duty 
– Black Ops. 2, and is a recipient of the 
American Advertising Awards’ Addy for 
his commercial work. 

With his latest musical invention, Erich 
was a finalist in the 2017 Guthman Musical 
Instrument Competition, an annual event 
which recognizes the next generation 
of musical instruments from around 
the globe. He currently plays drums for 
critically-acclaimed Atlanta-based band 
Oryx & Crake.

Quote

“In the beginning, 
there was noise. 
Noise begat 
rhythm, and 
rhythm begat 
everything else.”

— Mickey Hart

Web
erichnetherton.com
 
Instagram: 
yesnethertron

BEYOND BOXES
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Lonnie 
Johnson
Inventor

THE FUTURE OF ENERGY TECH  
Lonnie Johnson is a nuclear engineer and 
prolific inventor widely known for his invention 
of the Super Soaker® water gun. A pioneer 
in energy tech, he holds more than 100 
patents. As president and founder of Johnson 
Research and Development Co., Inc. and 
its sister companies, Lonnie’s rechargeable 
battery technology and thermodynamic 
energy conversion technology, respectively, 
are poised to change technology mobility 
and the global energy industry. His work has 
been featured in media outlets including Time, 
Forbes and Popular Mechanics.

Lonnie has received multiple achievement 
awards for his work in spacecraft system 
design at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
where he worked on the Galileo mission to 
Jupiter, the Mars Observer project and the 
Cassini mission to Saturn. He received the 
prestigious Air Force Achievement Medal  
and the Air Force Commendation Medal  
on two occasions while serving in the  
United States Air Force. 

He holds a Bachelor of Science, a master’s 
in Nuclear Engineering, and an honorary 
doctorate in Science from Tuskegee University.

Quote

“One of the   
Top 10 New   
World-Changing 
Innovations.”

— Popular  
Mechanics Magazine

Web
johnsonems.com
bit.ly/Lonniewikipedia

BEYOND BOXES
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Juana 
Mendenhall
biochemical engineer

THE FUTURE OF CARTILAGE 
REGENERATION COMES IN  
A SYRINGE  
Juana Mendenhall, an associate professor 
of chemistry at Morehouse College 
in Atlanta, Georgia, leads its MART 
Therapeutic Biomaterials Research Lab, 
which is charged with creating solutions to 
treat osteoarthritis. The National Science 
Foundation recently funded the lab’s work 
on the 3D printing of smart therapeutic 
biomaterials as injectable hydrogels for 
tissue engineering and as bio-inks for 
cellular therapies. 

Juana earned her bachelor’s degree from 
North Carolina Agricultural & Technical 
State University and her doctorate degree 
from Clark Atlanta University. Prior to her 
appointment at Morehouse, she did her 
postdoctoral work at Emory and Cornell 
universities. She is president and founder 
of TheraViscTM, LLC, a company focused 
on injectable gels to treat osteoarthritis.

Quote

“Giving up is [way] 
harder than 
trying.”

— Kanye West

Web
theravisc.com
 
Twitter: 
ProfJMendenhall

BEYOND BOXES
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Matt 
Meister
research engineer

THIS IS UNCOVERING THE 
SECRETS OF THE ANTARCTIC. 
TOMORROW…?  
Matt Meister is an explorer at heart. 
He is the lead engineer of Icefin, a 
NASA-funded project at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology’s School of 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences. Icefin 
is designed to survey and map the sub-
ice environment in polar regions such as 
Antarctica’s Ross Ice Shelf (RIS). 

Matt developed Icefin’s initial mechanical 
design while still an undergraduate and 
was part of the Antarctic team deployed 
in 2014. Results from this expedition were 
covered by CNET.com, Bloomberg.com, 
NBCNews.com, Space.com and WABE 
90.1 FM. Learnings from this and other 
expeditions will eventually be applied 
toward exploring the existence of life in 
our solar system and beyond. 

Matt holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from Georgia Tech.

Quote

“The universe is a 
pretty big place. If 
it’s just us, seems 
like a pretty 
awful waste  
of space.”

— Carl Sagan

Web
schmidt.eas.gatech.edu
 
LinkedIn: bit.ly/
MeisterProfile
 

Twitter: IcefinRobot

Media
solarsystem.nasa.
gov/planets/europa
 
bit.ly/Jupitermoon

BEYOND BOXES



#TEDxPT | #BeneaththeSurface

BENEATH THE SURFACE



PARTNERS



PARTNERS



ATDC.ORG

The Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC) is Georgia’s 
technology incubator. Powered by Georgia Tech, ATDC works 
with entrepreneurs to help them learn, launch, scale, and succeed. 
Founded in 1981 and one of the longest-running and largest 
university-based startup incubators in the country, ATDC works 
with more than 800 technology startup entrepreneurs each year 
across Georgia. It has graduated nearly 170 companies from its 
core ATDC Signature program. Collectively, ATDC graduates have 
generated more than $12 billion in revenue in Georgia and have 
received $3 billion in capital from angels and other investors. ATDC 
is a unit of the Enterprise Innovation Institute, Georgia Tech’s chief 
outreach and economic development arm.



PIKSEL.COM

Piksel has been building successful online video businesses for 
over a decade. Our service offering is underpinned by the Piksel 
Palette’s SaaS-based infrastructure. This recipe, combined with 
our commitment to creating mutually beneficial partnerships 
enables our clients to prosper in today’s video market. Piksel’s 
unrivaled expertise is in designing, building and managing online 
video solutions for media companies like AT&T, Discovery, 
and Sky, and enterprises like Delta Air Lines, Volkswagen, and  
Barnes and Noble.



SEEDATL.COM

For over 5 years, we’ve been helping clients create ideas built on their 
company’s essence or brand purpose. We then seed the ideas in the 
consumer’s mind, using advertising, public relations, graphic design, 
digital and social media. Together, let’s grow your company’s brand 
like wildfire.
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BRONZE

SILVER

PLATINUM

CORPORATE

IN-KIND

simulcast

official conference hotel
vip reception host

visual design video highlights

email tech composting



PARTNERS

WE.CO/ATLANTA

WeWork provides beautiful workspace, an 

inspiring community, and meaningful services 

to help you grow your business. Stop by and 

scope out our locations in Atlanta.

MAKE A LIFE, 
NOT JUST A LIVING



ZONE
TASTING PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

ATDC Innovation 
Companies 
BabyLogger 
Grubbly Farms 
Lucid Scientific 
Rimidi 
Volantio

'

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

LOCALLY BREWED

OAK-AGED
Karmatic
Kitchen

X

Supporter Circle 
Charlotte Andrist
Mark Wasiele
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tighe

Community  
Partners 
Hands on Atlanta 
Central Atlanta Progress



ZONE



LEADERSHIP
Jacqui Chew 
chairperson + licensee

Bill Schnitzer 
treasurer + co-producer

Steve Meister 
director + co-producer

Joanie Twersky 
director + speaker coach coordinator

Christopher Wilson 
director + general counsel



LEADERSHIP Planning Team 
Aly Merritt 
Chandra Farley 
Cortlandt Minnich 
Doug Calahan 
Ian Pollock 
James Carr 
Liana Braendli 
Linley Branham 
Lowell Pratt 
Peralte Paul 
Rubina Malik

 
Production 
Beth Laing 
Bill Chapman, 
director 
Bradley Bergeron 
Cindy Wilson 
Reid Kersey 
Tess Vismale

 
Marketing 
Alaysia Brown 
Gwendolyn Blackburn 
Lauren Patrick 
Rosemary Taylor

Speaker Coaches 
A.C. Chan 
Allison Gars 
Casy Walker 
Dez Thornton 
Elyse Sims 
Jermail Shelton 
Kenya 
Mara Krier 
Natalie Gallagher, 
co-coordinator 
Neha Ahua 
Pam Leinmiller 
Silviu Raducu 
Tom Nixon

 
Photographer 
Lynsey Weatherspoon
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Fresh Harvest is your direct partnership with  

local, organic farmers in Georgia and the health 

they can provide you.  We simply gather up their 

produce and deliver it to your door.  Baskets are 

customizable and you can add other local groceries 

like meat, milk, and eggs.



If we plant great ideas with enough people, all will grow.
Congrats on being here with an open mind.

SEEDATL.COM
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NETWORK 
TEDxPeachtree 

 
PASSWORD  

d33pDive


